The problem of sin within the church
I corinthians 5:1-13 (NLT)

1 Corinthians 5:1-2 (NLT)
I can hardly believe the report about the sexual immorality going on
among you—something that even pagans don’t do. I am told that a man in
your church is living in sin with his stepmother.
2 You are so proud of yourselves, but you should be mourning in sorrow
and shame. And you should remove this man from your fellowship.
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Matthew 18:15-17 (NLT)
“If another believer sins against you, go privately and point out the
offense. If the other person listens and confesses it, you have won that
person back.
16 But if you are unsuccessful, take one or two others with you and go
back again, so that everything you say may be confirmed by two or three
witnesses.
17 If the person still refuses to listen, take your case to the church. Then
if he or she won’t accept the church’s decision, treat that person as a
pagan or a corrupt tax collector.
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1 Corinthians 5:3-5 (NLT)
Even though I am not with you in person, I am with you in the Spirit.
And as though I were there, I have already passed judgment on this man
4 in the name of the Lord Jesus. You must call a meeting of the church. I
will be present with you in spirit, and so will the power of our Lord
Jesus.
5 Then you must throw this man out and hand him over to Satan so that
his sinful nature will be destroyed and he himself will be saved on the
day the Lord returns.
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1 Corinthians 5:6-8 (NLT)
6

Your boasting about this is terrible. Don’t you realize that this sin is like
a little yeast that spreads through the whole batch of dough?
7 Get rid of the old “yeast” by removing this wicked person from among
you. Then you will be like a fresh batch of dough made without yeast,
which is what you really are. Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been
sacrificed for us.
8 So let us celebrate the festival, not with the old bread of wickedness
and evil, but with the new bread of sincerity and truth.

sincerity, eilikrineia; Strong’s #1505:
Literally “judged by sunlight.” The word alludes to Oriental bazaars
where pottery was displayed in dimly lit rooms. Unscrupulous merchants
would patch cracked pottery or cover defects with wax. Intelligent
buyers would hold up the pottery to the sun and judge its quality by the
sunlight.

Eilikrineia is transparent honesty, genuine purity, manifested clarity, and
unsullied innocence. It describes one who does not fear thorough
examination of his motives and intents, because he has nothing to hide.
Taken from: New Spirit Filled Bible, Nelson Publisher

1 Corinthians 5:9-11 (NLT)
When I wrote to you before, I told you not to associate with people
who indulge in sexual sin.
10 But I wasn’t talking about unbelievers who indulge in sexual sin, or are
greedy, or cheat people, or worship idols. You would have to leave this
world to avoid people like that.
11 I meant that you are not to associate with anyone who claims to be a
believer yet indulges in sexual sin, or is greedy, or worships idols, or is
abusive, or is a drunkard, or cheats people. Don’t even eat with such
people.
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1 Corinthians 5:12-13 (NLT)

It isn’t my responsibility to judge outsiders, but it certainly is your
responsibility to judge those inside the church who are sinning.
God will judge those on the outside; but as the Scriptures say, “You must
remove the evil person from among you.”
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WHAT HAS THE CHURCH GAINED IF IT IS POPULAR
BUT THERE IS NO CONVICTION, NO REPENTANCE,
NO POWER?
A.W. TOZER

