GENuiNE ONENESS IN CHRIST
ROMANS 8:1-17 (NLT)

Romans 8:1-4 (NLT)
So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ
Jesus.
2 And because you belong to him, the power of the life-giving Spirit
has freed you from the power of sin that leads to death.
3 The law of Moses was unable to save us because of the weakness of
our sinful nature. So God did what the law could not do. He sent his
own Son in a body like the bodies we sinners have. And in that body
God declared an end to sin’s control over us by giving his Son as a
sacrifice for our sins.
4 He did this so that the just requirement of the law would be fully
satisfied for us, who no longer follow our sinful nature but instead
follow the Spirit.
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Romans 8:5-8 (NLT)
Those who are dominated by the sinful nature think about sinful
things, but those who are controlled by the Holy Spirit think about
things that please the Spirit.
6 So letting your sinful nature control your mind leads to death. But
letting the Spirit control your mind leads to life and peace.
7 For the sinful nature is always hostile to God. It never did obey
God’s laws, and it never will.
8 That’s why those who are still under the control of their sinful
nature can never please God.
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When a person is determined to do something or to hold a certain
belief or idea, we say that person has a certain mind-set. A mind-set:

•
•
•
•
•
•

determines how a person acts
motivates a person
influences whom or what a person chooses as sources of knowledge
and authority
affects a person's view of every experience
shapes a person's value system
dominates a person's private and public life

Life Application Bible Commentary – Romans.

The Sinful Mind-Set
Consciously and unconsciously life
will be oriented toward:
•
Death
•
Hostility toward God
•
Rebellion
•
Resistance to any form of
submission
•
Actions and attitudes that will
not please God

The Spiritual Mind-Set
Consciously or unconsciously life will
be oriented toward:
• Life and peace
• Friendship with God
• Obedience to the Spirit’s
influence
• Guidance by the Holy Spirit
• Love for God and neighbor
• Knowing and following the words
of Jesus.

Romans 8:9-11 (NLT)

But you are not controlled by your sinful nature. You are controlled by
the Spirit if you have the Spirit of God living in you. (And remember that
those who do not have the Spirit of Christ living in them do not belong to
him at all.)
10 And Christ lives within you, so even though your body will die because
of sin, the Spirit gives you life because you have been made right with
God.
11 The Spirit of God, who raised Jesus from the dead, lives in you. And
just as God raised Christ Jesus from the dead, he will give life to your
mortal bodies by this same Spirit living within you.
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When the Holy Spirit is working within you:

•
•
•
•
•

You will believe that Jesus Christ is God's Son and that eternal life
comes through him (1 John 5:5)
You will begin to act as Christ directs (Romans 8:5; Galatians 5:22-23)
You will find help in your daily problems and in your praying (Romans
8:26-27)
You will be empowered to serve God and do his will (Acts 1:8;
Romans 12:6ff.)
You will become part of God's plan to build up his church (Ephesians
4:12-13)

Life Application Bible Commentary – Romans

Romans 8:12-14 (NLT)
Therefore, dear brothers and sisters, you have no obligation to
do what your sinful nature urges you to do.
13 For if you live by its dictates, you will die. But if through the
power of the Spirit you put to death the deeds of your sinful
nature, you will live.
14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God.
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Romans 8:15-17 (NLT)
So you have not received a spirit that makes you fearful slaves.
Instead, you received God’s Spirit when he adopted you as his own
children. Now we call him, “Abba, Father.”
16 For his Spirit joins with our spirit to affirm that we are God’s
children.
17 And since we are his children, we are his heirs. In fact,
together with Christ we are heirs of God’s glory. But if we are to
share his glory, we must also share his suffering.
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I WANT THE PRESENCE OF GOD HIMSELF, OR I DON’T
WANT ANYTHING AT ALL TO DO WITH RELIGION.
I WANT ALL THAT GOD HAS OR I DON’T WANT ANY.
A.W. TOZER

